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Direct Cataract Referral
 The new forms amalgamating the previous three forms are now in use. ONCE YOU HAVE USED ALL OLD FORMS-please contact Tamsin Dart at Surrey Primary Care Trust (PCT) Tel: 01372 201631 for more forms

Payment
Payment for direct cataract referral has been increased to £26.60 from 1 April 2008.

A letter has been sent to all practices explaining the updated scheme for a start date 1st May. Practices in the previous EEMS and East Surrey PCTs areas will have to submit a claim to the PCT. Practices in west surrey will continue to send forms to PCSS for Payment. The letter from Surrey Optical adviser will give full details.
We have been asked by the hospital eye units to remind all accredited optometrists to use the direct referral scheme.
If you require accreditation please inform LOC and when there is sufficient numbers-an accreditation session will be organized.

Diabetic Retinopathy Screening Service (DRSS)
Screening patients by an optometric practice through the screening programme will commence on 10 May 2008. Hopefully the other four accredited practices will be able to start screening patients soon!
Primary Eyecare Acute Referral Scheme (PEARS)
An accreditation lecture evening with Ann Gilvarry, Consultant Ophthalmologist was held on Thursday 17 April 2008 for all optometrists who refer to royal surrey NHS Hospital Trust. Following lecture session, all optometrists will have to have attended a session with a Consultant ophthalmologist in their clinics for a competency check on Slit Lamp BIO. Both sessions have been accredited for CET points.
Age Related Macular Degeneration
Cobham Day Surgery

A further session to accredit optometrists for direct referral to Cobham Day Surgery will be held on 6 May 2008 at The Ebbisham Centre, Epsom. The session will also accredit optometrists for post operative follow ups for cataract surgery seen at Cobham Day Surgery.

Frimley NHS Hospital Trust

Frimley NHS Hospital Trust reported some in appropriate referrals, this may be from optometrists who have not attended CET AMD sessions held at the hospital. Please contact LOC office if you would like to attend AMD session.
Antioxidant Vitamins for Macular Degeneration.

This has been discussion in the press recently on this topic. Paul Ursell MBBS MD FRCOphth
Consultant Ophthalmic Surgeon has written a summary which can be accessed on LOC website
Loc Support Unit

All practices received a letter inviting them to vote whether Surrey LOC should join the newly formed Support Unit. This was followed by and Emergency General Meeting in December 2007. The response was poor and the a further letter was sent to practices in January 2008 saying a final decision would be made at surrey LOC Annual general Meeting in March 2008. The vote went against joining the Unit. The committee will review the progress of the unit and should it prove that I would be beneficial to Surrey practices to join the unit, practices will be contacted. A summary of her talk with questions and answers can be accessed on the website.
Smoking Cessation
In January 2008 124 Questionnaires sent out to all Optometrists in Surrey with 19 returns (15.3 %)

The aim of the questionnaires was to:-

1. Assess the level of stop smoking intervention carried out by optical practices 

2. Assess the interest of optical practices in receiving further appropriate training with a view to the implementation of Optometrists ‘Local Enhanced Service’

Conclusion

A number of themes did emerge as follows;

· The majority of Optometrists do not ask a clients smoking status which indicates that they do not get involved for a diverse number of reasons

· None of the respondents knew of the Stop Smoking Service

· Interest in smoking cessation training was variable but of those who did express an interest , level one training was preferable

Recommendations

· Ensure that the stop smoking service is made known to all Optometrists in Surrey  via leaflet/ phone call/visit to  cover level one interventions and signposting

· Distribution of leaflets and literature to all Optometrists

· Liaise more closely with the local Optical Committee to find ways of effectively disseminating and sharing information

For more information please contact Glynis John on glynis.john@nhs.net  or 01483 532828 
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